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OH, BABY!
Beavers mate for life, 
and both the male and 
female help care for the 
baby kits, which are born each 
spring. The babies stay with their 
parents for two years, and these 
“yearlings” help their parents with 
the housekeeping, babysitting, 
and maintenance of the lodge 
before moving to a different part 
of the river to start their own 
family.

HOME, SWEET, 
HOME
A beaver lodge is made 
up of many different “rooms,” 
including a nursery, a kitchen, 
and a mudroom where the 
beavers clean off their bodies 
before entering the other parts 
of the house. Beavers like slow, 
deep water because it is safer for 
them, so they may build a dam 
on their river to slow down the 
flow of water. 

MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE
Beavers used to be abundant in 
New York City, and are the official 
New York State animal. However, 
heavy pollution of the rivers and 
hunting of the beavers led to their 
extinction in New York City about 
two hundred years ago. After 
many years of working to keep 
the Bronx River clean, in 2007 the 
first beaver returned back to the 
city and since then another has 
joined him. 

WHAT’S  
FOR DINNER?
The strong incisors of the 
beaver are ideal for cutting 
down trees and peeling off the 
bark, which is high in sugar. 
Willow, birch, and maple trees are 
their favorites! Young beavers also 
eat the green leaves of trees and 
flowers.

DID YOU KNOW?
Beavers are the second 
largest rodents in the 
world! They can weigh up 
to 55 pounds. Their thick, soft 
fur is actually two layers, and the 
special oils produced by their skin 
form a waterproof coating that 
makes their fur extra soft. 
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Abundant -  occurring in large 
amounts

Incisor - front teeth

Lodge - a beaver’s home, made out of 
sticks and mud

Dam - a structure built across a river 
or stream to stop the flow of water

Kit - baby beaver

Yearling - beaver that is one or two 
years old

Can you find the beavers  
on the NYC flag?


